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San Gabriel Valley 

Cactus & Succulent Society 

COMMUNIQUE 
An Affiliate of the Cactus & Succulent Society of America 

November 2015—Volume 48, Number 11   

November Meeting 

Thursday, 

November 12th  
at 7:00 pm  

 
Meetings are held on the   

2nd Thursday of the month  
at 7:00 pm in Ayres Hall  

in the Los Angles  
County Arboretum. 

             Mini Show Plants 

         for November 

        Cactus:  Variegates 

Succulent: Variegates 

Enter your specimen plants in our 

monthly mini-show.  It will help you 

prepare for the real shows and give you 

an additional opportunity to show oth-

ers your pride and joy.   

Material in the COMMUNIQUE 
publication may be reprinted by nonprofit 
organizations (unless such permission is 
expressly denied in a note accompanying 
the material) provided proper credit is 
given to the SGVCSS and the author, and 
that one copy of the publication containing 
the reprinted material is sent to the editor.  
Reproduction in whole or part by any other 
organization or publication without the 
permission of the publisher is prohibited. 
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President’s Message 

 

Our Winter C&S Show is fast approaching. 

The dates are November 7th and 8th.  It is 

our major fund raiser and source of new 

members.  We need everyone to bring their 

excellent plants.  We especially welcome 

novice entrants. It’s easy and fun to show 

your plants. We will have folks to help you 

set up and ID your plants. However we still 

need volunteers! Please contact our show 

chairperson, Manny Rivera at 

mriveras11@icloud.com if you are willing  

to help out. 

We will elect 2016-17 officers at the 

November meeting. The slate of officers  

is in this month’s Communiqué. A special 

Refreshment Sign Up 
        

Arnie, Angie 
Bella Acosta 
Nora Ashjian 
Sandy Bres 

Fred Parrales 
Richard Salcedo 

mailto:mriveras11@icloud.com
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thanks to Tom Vermilion for 

chairing the election nominating 

committee and the nominees for 

their dedication in playing 

leadership roles in SGVCSS. 

Our November C&S Workshop will 

be our Winter Seed Workshop. This 

is one of the most popular 

workshops. Learn tips and 

techniques from the best seed 

growers. We will bring seeds and 

seed-growing supplies. You supply 

the enthusiasm and a little elbow 

grease. 

2016 Membership rates reminder.  

We have not increased SGVCSS 

member dues in a long time.  The 

BoD has approved an increase in the 

2016 membership dues.  The 2016 

dues will be $20 per year for the 

online newsletters and $30 for the 

paper newsletters.  The rate increase 

is consistent with other local C&S 

societies. Among other things, the 

increase will allow us to keep pace 

with increased postal rates, club 

supplies, and provide a nominal 

Gasteria: South Africa’s  
Big Smile 

Why have I called my program 
on Gasteria ‘South Africa’s Big 
Smile”? It’s not because they 
look amusing, with their plump 
flowers and tongue-like leaves, 
but because the distribution of 
the genus is shaped like a big 
smile, starting near the Namibia-
South Africa border in the 
northwest, extending down 
along the west coast and all the 
way across the southern part of 
the country, and then up the east 

This Month’s Program: 
Brian Kemble  

increase in speaker fees when 

necessary. The good news is that 

the dues are for an entire family. 

If you have not yet done so, 

mark your calendars for our 

Holiday Party, Sunday, 

December 6.  This is our 

number one social event of the 

year. We will have great food, 

holiday cheer and camaraderie, 

a plant auction, and an optional 

gift exchange.  A live band will 

add to the evening’s festivities.  

If this is your first time, you’ll 

love it. 

 

Last, but certainly not least, we 

look forward to our November 

meeting speaker, Brian Kemble, 

whose presentation will be on 

Gasteria.  

 

 

 

See you at the Winter Show and  

at the November 12th general 

meeting. 

Best regards, 

Gunnar Eisel 

President, SGVCSS 
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C & S Workshop 

Workshop group  
will meet on Wednesday, 

November 18th at 7:30 pm,  
in Ayres Hall  

Los Angeles County  
Arboretum. 

This month’s topic will be 
Winter Seed Workshop 

 

    The workshop is an informal, 
hands-on learning experience 

that is fun for expert and novice 
alike.  Come and learn from the 

experience of others. We are 
always happy to share our 

knowledge. 

 

     Workshops are held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 

pm in Ayres Hall at the L A 
County Arboretum, 201 N. 
Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia. 

coast to the Transvaal in the 
country’s northeast. There are 24 
recognized species, along with a 
number of subspecies and varieties, 
and all of them occur in South 
Africa, with a little spill-over into 
neighboring countries at either end 
of the “smile”. The talk will include 
lots of habitat photos as well as 
pictures of plants in cultivation. 

Brian Kemble is the Curator at the 
Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut 
Creek, CA, and the Vive-President 
of the San Francisco Succulent & 
Cactus Society. He has given 
numerous presentations for various 
C&S societies and at conventions, 
but his presentation on Gasteria is a 
new one. He has been growing these 
wonderful plants since the 70’s, and 
has sought them out in his travels in 
South Africa. Though related to 
Aloe and Haworthia, the genus 
Gasteria has a charm all its own, 
with its dangling, pot-bellied 
flowers and the great range of 
textures and markings found in its 
leaves. 
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Cactus and Succulent of the 
Month  November 2015 - 

Variegates 

Variegation is known in most 
plant families, and variegated 
plants have a place in most 
gardens.  The bright yellow and 
white of variegated foliage adds 
pattern and rhythm to many 
herbaceous borders.  In 
succulent plant shows 
variegates are generally 
separated from normal plants 
and compete against other 
variegates to put them on an 
equal footing.  Variegated plants 
grow slower and are generally 
smaller than non-variegates of 
the same species. Colored areas 
are also generally weaker, and 
more susceptible to fungus, 
sunburn and other defects.  A 
large well grown variegate of 
any species is truly an 
achievement. 

Great Variegates 

Agave – A striking form of 
Agave truncata, a common 
garden Agave, is well known. 
There are several forms of 
variegated Agave americana. 

There are forms with a green 
center stripe and yellow edges, a 
yellow stripe and green edges, a 

green center and white edges, a 
white center and green edges, 
yellow centers and crinkled 
edges, random yellow and green 
banding, and dozens more.  
Other species of Agaves have 
also produced variegates, with 
the same variety of variegation. 

 

 

 

All variegates are mutants.  Some-
thing has gone wrong with the 
cellular structure of the leaf or 
stem growth tip (apical meristem) 
of the plant. As a result of this 
mutation, chlorophyll is missing 
from some or all layers of the 
plant epidermis. 

The photo above is 

Variegated monstrose lobivia 

         The photo above is a 

Variegated Gymnocalycium 
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Gasteria armstrongii variegate 

Gasteria - The Japanese have 
made an art of Gasteria and 
Haworthia variegate cultivation.  
Read the 2000 CSSA Journal for 
just a sampling of the wonderful 
cultivars.  Miniature white species, 
yellow species, even the occasional 
pink can be found.  There are 
dozens of variegated Gasterias 
shown at our shows, and available 
from all of the local vendors.  Look 
for Gasteria ‘Little Warty’, a nice 
white and green species, as well as 
many of the yellow and green 
species such as the Japanese 
hybrid Gasteria ‘shozodan’. 

Cacti - Variegates can be found in 
many genera.  Gymnocalycium are 
the most often seen, but some 
columnar variegates and some 
Ferocactus variegates are also 
common in cultivation. The odd 
variegate appears in many seedling 
batches. Variegated Turbinicarpus, 
Astrophytum, Matucana and 
Ariocarpus have been seen at some 
recent shows. 

Sansevieria - There are dozens of 
named and unnamed varieties.  
Look for Bantel’s Sensation, 
Futura, Silver Moon, Silver 
Princess, and variegated varieties 
of some of the cylindrical forms.  
Unlike normal Sansevierias, these 
can be difficult to grow.  They will 
not tolerate cold and wet 
conditions.  Sansevieria variegates 
can only be propagated through the 
tuber.  Cuttings of the leaves will 
root, but will almost always revert 
to an unvariegated from.  On the 
other hand, normal Sansevierias 
will often put out a variegated pup.  
These should be removed from the 
main plant and grown on their  
own to preserve the variegation. 

Many cacti are artificially 
propagated by grafts. The famous 
‘Red Caps’ and ‘Yellow Caps’ are 
Gymnocalycium or Lobivia 
variegates that have no chlorophyll 
at all, and live only by being 
grafted onto a root stock.  These 
are harder to grow well than they 
appear.  

The photo on the left is 

Gasteria armstrongii variegate 

Haworthia – ‘Gray Ghost’ is a 
Haworthia retusa variegate.  There 
are several Haworthia limifolia 
variegates that look as if they were 
painted with mustard.  Offsets are 
produced on the flower stalks, these 
are variegated, as are the flowers 
themselves. 

 

Euphorbia - A number of columnar 
variegates are available,  
 
E. ammak, being one most often 
seen.  There are also some cristate 
and monstrose variegates as well. 
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    Plant of the Month Results  
for the October Mini-Show 

 

Cactus — Novices: 
1st  - Dick Hammer — Ariocarpus fissuratus 
1st — Fred Parrales — Ariocarpus szadkowski 
2nd — Dick Hammer — Ariocarpus retusus 
 
Succulent— Novices 
 1st — Nilda Howard — Sansevieria pinguicula 
 2nd — Richard Salcedo — Sansevieria fischeri singularis 
 3rd — Nilda Howard — Sansevieria trifasciata x hahnii     
                                           “Streaker” 

Cactus — Intermediate 
1st — Louise Stack — Ariocarpus retusus 
  
 Cactus— Masters: 
 1st — John Matthews — Ariocarpus fissuratus 
 2nd— John Matthews — Ariocarpus kotschoubeyanus 
 3rd— John Matthews — Ariocarpus retusus 
 3rd — Cindy Arakaki — Ariocarpus agavoides 
  
 Succulent— Masters: 
 1st - Gunnar Eisel — Sansevieria kirkii  “Silver Blue” 
 
  
 

The photo above  is 

Aeonium ‘Kiwi’ crested variegate  

Crassulaceae – Aeonium ‘Kiwi’ is only 
one of the many variegates found and 
propagated in this large family.  A Crest-
ed variegate is shown above. 

Sources G.. Rowley, Teratopia 

Tom Glavich  October 2015 

Photos by Tom Glavich 
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY! 

Instead of our usual monthly meeting, 

we’ll have our annual Holiday Party 

& Potluck Dinner on Sunday, 

December 6th, in Ayres Hall at the LA 

County Arboretum.  Park in the side 

parking lot and enter through the gate 

next to the hall.   

Setup starts at 3:00 p.m., and WE 

NEED YOUR HELP to set up tables 

and decorate.    Dinner starts at 5:00 

p.m.  The club provides turkey, ham, 

gravy, plates, cups, and utensils.  Club 

members provide appetizers, salads, 

relishes, side dishes, and desserts.  

Please bring stuffing, yams, that 

yummy casserole your family begs 

for….anything you’d like to share.   

And please bring enough to feed both 

you and your guests (one dish per 

person ensures that we have enough 

food for everyone).  There are some 

fantastic cooks in our club, and the 

meal is always outstanding.   

 

Please call your dinner 

coordinators Rebecca 

Mallonee 714/299-1304 

or Mary Brumbaugh 

626/201-8615 to volunteer 

your set-up/clean-up 

services, or for questions.  

We still need cooks to 

make 4 turkeys and 1 ham, 

so please call to volunteer. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  
We won’t have access to 
the kitchen nor appliances 
this year, so plan your dish 
accordingly.  No warming 
up before serving, nor 
washing dishes after 
dinner.   Break out those 
crock pots and warming 
trays  

Gift Exchange:  

Anyone may participate in this 

optional activity.  Bring one cactus, 

succulent, or related item per 

person.  It must be in good 

condition (something you would 

like to receive).  Attach a label with  

your name on one side and  the 

species on the other.  The item that 

is deemed most desirable will be 

sold during the auction.  The 

person who brought in that item 

gets first pick from all the 

remaining items.  The person that 

brought  in that item gets to pick 

next, and so on. 

            Holiday Plants: 

Each member receives a Holiday 

Plant as a gift from the Club.  

Members are invited to bring in 

plants from previous Holiday 

Parties to show how well the plant 

has been grown. 
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SGVC&SS LEADERSHIP TEAM - 2015 

 

Gunnar Eisel, President 
Buck Hemenway, Past President 
Horace Birgh, Vice President 
Louise Guerin, Secretary 
Margie Wilson, Treasurer 
Rebecca Mallonee, Director 
Mary Brumbaugh, Director  
Louise Stack, Director  
Shaun Adams, Director 
Dean Elzinga, Director 
Tom Vermilion, Director  
Manny Rivera, Winter Show Chair 
John Matthews, Winter Sales Chair  
Tom Glavich, Inter-City Show Chair 
Jim Hanna, CSSA Affiliate  
Representative 
Gunnar Eisel, Website Chair      
Woody Minnich, Program Chair 
Mary Brumbaugh, Membership Chair 
Cindy Arakaki, Librarian 
Richard Roosman, Newsletter Editor 

Holiday Party 

See You  Sunday, December 6th. 

Annual Holiday Party  

(continued) 

Plant Auction: 

Bring money!  This is a great opportunity to 

purchase or sell rare or specimen sized plants.  

Items will be auctioned by some of our 

knowledgeable members.  Auction rules are: 

* Must be a club member to sell. 

*  Limit of 2 plants or cactus/succulent-

related items per member.  “Other items” may 

include artwork such as paintings and pottery, 

and just neat items with cactus/succulents on 

them. 

* Plants must be mature.  Well grown 

specimens.  Club gets 25% fo the proceeds, and 

the seller gets 75%. 

* Label your auction items with your name 

and the minimum bid you’ll accept.  If the item 

is a donation to the club, then indicate such. 

November 2015  
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The San Gabriel Valley Cactus & Succulent Society presents      
The 22nd Annual Winter Show 

November 7 & 8, 2015 
At the Los Angeles County Arboretum 
301 N. Baldwin Avenue Arcadia, CA  

                                                     Show Schedule 

Thursday, Nov. 5th  from 8:30 am to noon — Set-up tables, show & sales area. 
Thursday, Nov. 5th from noon to 9 pm  — Exhibitors & sellers may bring in plants  
Friday, Nov. 6th from 9:00 am till 4 pm — Exhibitors & sellers may bring plants 
Friday, Nov. 6th from 3 pm to 5 pm— Pre-sale: The sales area will be open for workers and participants      
Plants bought during pre-sale must be paid for and removed from the show no later than 9 pm Friday the 6th or 
they will be placed back in the sales area. 
Friday, Nov 6th from 5 pm till 9 pm — Judging 
Saturday, Nov 7th from 9 am to 4 pm — Show and Sales are open 
Sunday, Nov 8th from 9 am to 4 pm —  Show and Sales are open 
Sunday, November 8th from 4:00 pm till closing — take down 

Saturday evening, November 7th at 5:30 pm in Ayres Hall.  Dinner will be a special meal, prepared by Richard 
Jones Pit BBQ Catering.  The menu will include three meats: Chicken Breast, Beef Brisket (cooked for 16 hours) 
and Pork Spare Ribs.  It will be accompanied by four side dishes including BBQ Beans, Green Beans & Almonds, 
Mixed Green Salad and Seasonal Vegetable Medley.  Also included are Rolls, Butter, BBQ Sauce, Beverage and 
Apple Cobbler for dessert.  Total cost is $25 per person. There will be an awards presentation, auction and lots of 
fun!  Please be sure to sign up at the October meeting!  All reservations and payments must be in by Thursday, 
November 5th so the caterer will know how many to prepare for.  Please pay Margie Wilson at the meeting. 

Show Chairman: Manny Rivera (626) 780-6957  
Sales Chairman: John Matthews (661) 714-1052  

Treasurer: Margie Wilson (626) 821-9254  
Publicity: Tom Glavich (626)798-2430 

November 2015  
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2015 Plant-of-the-Month and Workshop Topics  

 

 Cactus of the Month Succulent of the Month Workshops 

Jan. Mammillaria Clusters Agave Mammillaria 

Feb. Coryphantha, Escobaria African Crassulaceae Tips, Tools and Techniques 

Mar. Opuntioideae Haworthia Haworthia 

Apr. Eriosyce, Copiapoa Dudleya, Echeveria Spring Seed Workshop 

May Echinocereus Pachypodium Vegetative Propagation 

June Echinocactus, Ferocactus,  

Thelocactus 

Gasteria Echinocereus 

July Astrophytum Lithops Staging Workshop 

Aug. Favorite Cactus Favorite Succulent Euphorbia 

Sept. Turbinocarpus, Pediocactus, 

Sclerocactus 

Asclepiads Pests 

Oct. Ariocarpus Sansevieria Sansevieria 

Nov. Variegates Variegates Winter Seed Workshop 

Candidates for the Board of Directors  are 

Mary Brumbaugh, Rebecca Mallonee, and Jean Mullens. 

 

The election will be at the November Meeting. 

November 2015  
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                                        Calendar of Upcoming Events. 

November 7 & 8 — San Gabriel Cactus & Succulent Society Winter Show & Sale.   
See page 9 for information. 

February 13, 2016 — San Diego Cactus and Succulent Show.  Saturday.   

2016 Mid States Conference (MSC,) Denver, Colorado  
Hosted by the Colorado Cactus & Succulent Society  

Scheduled dates of Conference: June 9, 10 and 11, 2016 and June 12, optional Conference registration fee $100.00.  

Early registration before May 2016, $85.00.  

Venue for Conference: The Double Tree by Hilton 13696 E. Iliff Place, Aurora, CO 80014 Room rates and other adjacent hotels and  

restaurants to be listed at a later date.  

Saturday June 11from 9:00 am – 5:00pm and 7:00pm – 10:00pm 
Registration: all morning till noon (1 day registration only)     
Plant and pottery sales: 8:00am - 4:30pm, registers close at 5:00pm 
Presentations from 9:00am - 11:30am & 1:00pm - 5:00pm 
Dinner Banquet: 6:30pm social, dinner 7:00pm – 8:30pm 
Dinner presentation: “It’s All About the People” 8:00pm – 8:30pm 
Plant, Pottery and Art auction: 8:30pm to 9:30pm 
Close Conference at 9:30pm -10:00pm 
 
Sunday, June 12, return home or attend various field trips     
Field trips from 8:00am - 4:00pm, 1-2 hour or half day, or full day options. 
Some field trips may require a fee.will be 10 well known expert speakers.  
  

Thursday, June 9 from noon till 10:00pm 
Registration, noon to 10:00pm 
Social gathering: 5:30pm to late ( hors-d’oeuvres, drinks, etc.)     
Plant presale raffle tickets sold from 5:00 to 6:30pm.     
Plant and pottery presale: 6:30 - 7:00pm 
Plant and pottery sale open to all: 7:00 - 10:00pm 

Friday, June 10 from 8:00am – 5:00pm 
Registration: all morning till noon (full  conference or 1 day registration) 
Plant and pottery sales open all day: 8:00am - 5:00pm  
Conference Opening and welcome: 8:30am - 9:00am 
Presentations: 9:00am - 11:30 am & 1:00pm - 5:00pm 
Lunch from 11:30 am - 1:00pm 
Dinner possibly provided, or on your own (to be determined) 

“Denver, What better place to be in the month of June!”                  LET’S  HAVE  FUN! 

For more information please contact, Co-Conference Chairs:               
Randy Tatroe rtatroe@q.com 303-699-8958 or Woody Minnich cactusdata@msn.com 661-406-9816 

November 2015  
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